《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments - Zechariah》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-21
Zechariah 1:1. Zechariah; that is, the memory of God; a name which might seem prophetic, for the Lord remembered his people while yet in Babylon. He was contemporary with Haggai, and acted in concert with him. The Lord inspired him to speak of events which would befal the jews, till the advent of Christ; and to lose his views in the effulgence of the latter day. He foresaw, as Daniel did, the succession of the four monarchies to the coming of Christ, and the full establishment of the gospel kingdom.

Zechariah 1:8. I saw by night—a man riding upon a red horse. Michael, the archangel, prince of the jews; which by a figure is another name for the Messiah, red in his apparel, as described by others of the sacred writers. Isaiah 63:3. Revelation 6:4. This vision represents his coming to fight for the emancipation of his people. The red colour is the dress of war. The Lord spake with, or literally in the prophet, as in the apostle. 2 Corinthians 13:3.

The myrtle trees that were in the bottom. Those trees are natives of Chaldea; but for bottom the Chaldaic paraphrase reads Babylon, situate in the lower grounds.

Zechariah 1:11. All the earth sitteth still, and is at rest. After the career of conquests by Nebuchadnezzar, the nations enjoyed a period of repose from war; so that no hope appeared of deliverance to the jews.

Zechariah 1:12. Then the angel said, oh Lord, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem. If this personage was Michael, all his pleadings are subordinate to the intercession of Christ.

Threescore and ten years. See on Jeremiah 25:11.

Zechariah 1:18. Behold four horns. The horn is the emblem of power. The Chaldaic therefore reads, kingdoms. The jewish state had been broken by different powers, by the Edomites, the Philistines, the Syrians in Damascus, and finally by the Chaldeans. Those were the horns which had scattered the jewish people.

Zechariah 1:20. The Lord shewed me four carpenters. Some read four plowmen, meaning the four kings of Persia, who in succession repaired the breach, and healed the jewish nation, so that no power dared to molest them in their work of rebuilding the city and temple of Jerusalem. Heaven in a most unexpected manner turned the hearts of those kings to favour the return of the jews, and afford them subsequent protection. What other people were emancipated, with all their vessels of gold and silver, like this favoured but ungrateful people? Well did they sing their hallelujahs, as in the five last psalms. Dr. Lightfoot names Zerubbabel, Joshua, Ezra, and Nehemiah, as the four carpenters that repaired the breaches, but these were under the Persian princes. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-13
Zechariah 2:1. Behold, a man with a measuring line. A young man, as in Zechariah 2:4; an angel in the form of a man, come to measure the streets, the wall, and temple of Jerusalem, as architects do before they build.

Zechariah 2:4. Jerusalem shall be inhabited, as towns or villages, without walls. The husbandman must live on his farm, but merchants and artisans prefer cities, for the comfort and conveniences of life. As the population encrease, they become too crowded to live within the walls, and are obliged to build suburbs. Thus Bethany, Bethpage, and other villages, surrounded the city of Jerusalem.

Zechariah 2:5. The Lord will be to her a wall of fire. Chaldaic, as a wall of fire. This means the defence of angels, hovering around the city. Elisha saw Samaria surrounded with horses of fire, and chariots of fire. 2 Kings 6:17. Isaiah 4:5. The gentiles had similar ideas of celestial guardians. Athens was placed under the supervision of the blue-eyed Pallas. While Alexander the great was besieging Tyre, the jews having failed to supply him with provisions, he marched to punish their perfidy. Jaddua, the highpriest, prudently went out to meet him in his robes. Alexander prostrated at his feet. Being admonished by his generals on the impropriety of his conduct, he replied that he had seen one like him in a dream before he left Greece, and that he had promised to give him the keys of Asia.— Josephus. God was in this instance a wall of fire about Jerusalem, for his glory dwelt on the mercyseat.

Zechariah 2:6. Flee from the land of the north. Profit by the decree of Cyrus, for it would seem that the princes of the Medes began to repent for letting them go.

Zechariah 2:8. Thus saith the Lord, after the glory hath he sent me to the nations. See on Jeremiah 48:1.

Zechariah 2:11. Many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day. The Edomites were converted to judaism under John Hircanus, and the number of proselytes we find afterwards estimated at one fifth of the jewish nation. 

REFLECTIONS.—CHAP. 1, 2.
Observe the exhortation to repentance, which God addressed to the jews. “Return ye to me, and I will return to you.” These words show that God is ready to pardon, and restore peace and favour to those who have provoked him by their sins, as soon as they return sincerely to him.

Notice the visions God sent to Zechariah. The first, that of a man riding upon a red horse, signified that God would restore the jews, and watch over them for good. The second, that of the four horns, and four carpenters, signified that God would defeat the designs of the enemies of his people, and bring down the kingdoms and nations which had set themselves against them. The third, that of a man holding a measuring line in his hand, intimated that Jerusalem should be rebuilt and inhabited again, and that God would be as a wall of fire round about. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-10
Zechariah 3:1. Joshua the highpriest standing before the angel of the Lord, to make intercession for the restoration of Israel. This was a figure of Jesus, whose name he bore. And Satan, the adversary, at his right hand, ready to oppose the building of the temple, by stirring up the evil efforts of Sanballat and others.

Zechariah 3:2. Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? This chosen minister had been marvellously preserved, and was now plucked as a brand from the fiery furnace of the Babylonian captivity. The hairs of a good man are all numbered. In 1763, a print of the venerable WESLEY appeared, preaching in the open air. On one side was a scroll, exhibiting the burning of the straw- thatched vicarage of Epworth, when this eminent minister, then an infant, was saved from the flames through a window at the gable-end of the house.

Zechariah 3:3. Joshua was clothed with filthy garments. The thread-worn garments of the captivity, and the defilement of sin. These are now changed for the hallowed costume of office, and the robes of righteousness.

Zechariah 3:7. If thou wilt walk in my ways. These words are usually repeated in the renewal of the covenant and promises of God to his people. Genesis 28.

Zechariah 3:8. I will bring forth my servant THE BRANCH. The Chaldaic reads, Messiah, as in Zechariah 6:12-13. Christ emanating from the bosom of the Father, and born of the virgin, is the Branch of David’s root. Isaiah 2:4. Jeremiah 23:5.

Zechariah 3:9. Upon one stone shall be seven eyes. All men looked at the foundation stone of the temple, and all the eyes of angels and men shall be fixed on Christ, as the corner stone of his church. The sevenfold offices of the Holy Spirit are also the admiration of heaven and earth. Revelation 4:5. 

REFLECTIONS.
We have a most consoling word of comfort to the highpriest to proceed with the work of the Lord, and equally so to encourage all good men in doing good in their day. It is proper here to remember the remark which St. Peter and St. Jude make upon these words of the angel to the adversary, who represented the enemies of the jews: “the Lord rebuke thee.” The apostles remark upon these words, that since the angels themselves do not pronounce the sentence of condemnation against such as are exalted in dignity, but refer them to the judgment of God; so it is never lawful to revile and speak evil of the higher powers, but that we ought always to speak of them with meekness and respect. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-14
Zechariah 4:1. The angel that talked with me came again. This was Michael the archangel, who had before appeared to the prophet, as mentioned in Zechariah 1:8-9.

Zechariah 4:2. A candlestick—and seven lamps. The bowl was full of oil; the branches were tubes, as described in Exodus 37:17. These were the joyful illuminations of the sanctuary, and spiritually designated the sevenfold operations, or gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, whose temple is full of light, glory, and grace.

Zechariah 4:6. Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. The prophets preached, and the Lord so stirred up the people that the great mountain of opposition in the carnal jews, who said the time is not yet come to build, and the threats of war without, from the Persian governors, could not oppose the good and glorious work of restoring the temple, and preparing a house for the Lord.—In like manner Christ sent out his apostles, without power, to build his spiritual temple, and fill the earth with his glory. Yet, though a great mountain of guilt, of unbelief, of fear, of carnal propensities, of persecuting relatives, and wicked men, may stand in the way of conversion, they shall all be applained by the powerful workings of the Holy Spirit.

Zechariah 4:14. These are the two anointed ones. The holy oil was poured on the head of the priest, and on the prince. God gave his Spirit to them, with an unction from heaven. Long life also was promised to the prince, even for forty nine years and upwards, to finish the temple. Surely this proves the truth of prophecy, and the care of heaven over the church. The Lord’s two witnesses, prophesying in sackcloth, symbolize with these two anointed ones. Revelation 11:3.

REFLECTIONS.
The preseding chapter was full of consolation to the priest; this is full of comfort to the prince. The vision of the golden candlestick and the two olivetrees implied, that Jerusalem and the temple should be restored by the divine assistance, and by the care of Joshua the highpriest, and of Zerubbabel the governor, who are here called the two olivetrees, and the two sons of oil, or the two anointed of the Lord. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-11
Zechariah 5:2. What seest thou? I see a flying roll. Hebrews meghilla, a parchment, a terrific scroll, twenty cubits in length, and ten in breadth, an oblong in measure like the courts of the temple. A banner which the hand of an angel only could wave and carry through the air. The writing was large, as on our flags, that the people might read the curse on the thief, and on the false-swearer. This couplet of crimes generally go together. The thief, who has carried off the wealth of the industrious, will swear to a thousand lies to cover his crimes. The Greeks swore μα δια, by Jupiter, by Hercules; the Romans by Cæsar, or by the gods; the papists swear by Jesus, by his blood and wounds, or by the holy virgin. Ah, little do they think that heaven will exact their oaths, and make the extortioner “vomit up his riches.” Job 20:15. Better to hear the oracle of truth, “swear not at all.” Matthew 5:34. This banner is the harbinger of Theos, the allseeing God. He will bring the curse on him who swears falsely by the name of the Lord, as he did on the princes of Judah. Jeremiah 31:18; Jeremiah 39:6. See the case of Ruth Pearce, recited on Acts 5.

Zechariah 5:6. This is an ephah, the short bushel, that goeth forth. Exodus 29:40. The bowl of Poland, the amphora of the Romans, and this dry measure of the Hebrews were nearly alike, and adapted to labour and trade. This ephah was to be seen in the air, so magnified as to hold a woman, the feminine representative of the jewish nation. Mythology has mostly preferred a goddess as a titular deity, Pallas for Athens, and Britannia for our Island. The vision designates the merchant accumulating a fortune by various unlawful gains, and then spreading his wings to fly away from a character that will not bear inspection: but he takes with him the talent of lead at the bottom of the bushel, which sinks his soul lower than the grave.

Zechariah 5:9. There came out two women, and the wind was in their wings. The LXX, “my fury was in their wings.” The woman imprisoned in the ephah was the jewish nation. The two women that bore her away to Shinar, the country about Babylon, seem to be emblematical of the double deportation of the jews; that of Jehoiakim fourteen years before that of Zedekiah, which followed after. Their wings were not like those of the eagle, but the more slow and heavy ones of the stork, the swan or the kite. The prophets were very exact and ingenious in the use of figures.— Building the house in the provinces of Babylon denotes the long duration of the captivity. Jeremiah wrote to the jews to build houses and plant gardens: Jeremiah 29:5.

REFLECTIONS.
Sin is the reproach of any people. The sins in trade develope the covetousness and pride of the heart. They hide and cover those latent sins, which the righteous Lord will publish to all the world, with a banner too large for mortal arms to bear; a banner loaded with execrations, which rouses the guilty conscience to arms.

Wicked men, detected in the sins of theft and fraud, and brought to a hearing, not only cover their crimes, but often deny them with perjuries. They call heaven to witness the truth of their words, as though the Holy One were a sinner like themselves. The thief, who carries off the hard earnings of industry, excites every revolting feeling in the man he robs; and though he steals under the cover of ingenious concealment, he cannot conceal his crime: every thing about him excites suspicion, and tends to detection. But the prophet’s views were higher than the rebuke of private delinquencies and frauds; he aimed his blows at a nation of robbers of God, and of perjured princes to the king of Babylon.

We learn also the severe and equal lesson, that the sins of the fathers attach temporally to their children, and even to the third and fourth generation. It was the grandchildren that returned from Babylon, though exceptions were made to a few aged men, who had seen the former temple. Punishments on earth, and torments in hell, are both united to deter mankind from acquiring riches by injustice.—Oh that the Lord would write his purer law on our hearts, to love him with all our mind and strength, and our neighbour as ourselves. The only remedy for national crimes is regeneration, connected with all the institutions of religious charity and goodwill. The poor must all be employed, else the idle and hungry will rob and steal. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-15
Zechariah 6:1. Four chariots. The four great monarchies seen in vision by Daniel, under the form of four beasts: chap. 7. The mountains of brass are expressive of the strength of those empires. Daniel also designates their opulence and splendour by gold, silver, brass, iron, and clay: chap. 2.

Zechariah 6:2. In the first chariot were red horses, pointing out the bloody character of the Assyrians. In the second were black horses, indicative of the terror of the Persian armies.

Zechariah 6:3. In the third chariot white horses, characteristic of the Grecian power. Alexander would not allow his soldiers to burn houses, nor destroy trees, alleging that it was destroying their own property. The fourth chariot had horses grisled and bay. The Vulgate reads, horses various and strong, which strikingly indicate the diversified character of the Roman conquests. No nation could be more cruel than they were, in the storming of towers, and the slaughter of their enemies, though they were sometimes magnanimous and humane to admiration. The black Persians conquered in the north. The white Greeks conquered the Persians in the east. The grey Romans, under Augustus, conquered Egypt in the south. Then they walked to and fro in the earth, having all the world for their empire. Luke 2:1. How could Zechariah know all this without inspiration! St. John improves this vision. Revelation 6.

Zechariah 6:12. Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts. We have here a special revelation to encourage the jews to return with vigour to the work of the temple, for that work, glorious in itself, was made a figure of the more glorious work of the spiritual temple, which the Lord himself would build.

Behold the man. Ecce vir—Ecce homo, the words of Pilate to the jews, when he presented the Saviour, crowned with thorns and clothed with purple. Behold the man, whose name is the BRANCH, the root of Jesse, as Isaiah had called him. Such also was the special revelation to Jeremiah, in Jeremiah 23:5-6. “Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a king shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.”—This Branch was not Zerubbabel; he was not allowed to wear the crown; neither was he a priest on the regal throne. He was an aged and retiring man; for these prophecies were delivered only four years before the temple was finished. The Chaldaic reads, Ecce vir cujus nomen est Messias: Behold the man whose name is Messiah. It was common for the jews to denominate the Messiah, after the prophets by the word צמח, tsemach, the rising sucker or branch, shooting forth of himself, and without human aid, being God as well as man. Rabbi Jonathan reads here in a comment, “Messiah the Just and Righteous,” words coincident with the Holy One of Israel.

He shall build the temple of the Lord. Another hemistich or broken line follows here: “even he shall build the temple of Jehovah.” Repetitions in Hebrew form the superlative degree. Here then is the true sublime; all temples compared with his retire to the dust. This is founded on the rock of ages; apostles and prophets are the gems, the brilliant stones; all believers are superadded, growing to a holy temple in the Lord. See more on Isaiah 2, 28. Micah 4. Ephesians 4. Revelation 21.

Zechariah 6:13. He shall bear the glory of all his regal and mediatorial throne. He shall receive the glory and the worship of heaven and earth. The Father hath said, “Worship him all ye gods,” angels and men. To him every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

He shall sit and rule upon his throne. All power in heaven and earth being given to him, our prophet had in his eye the glorious vision of David, in Psalms 110. The Lord said, Jehovah said to my Adonai, sit thou on my right hand till all thy enemies are made thy footstool. The government shall be upon his shoulders, and he shall reign over the house of David for ever.

He shall be a priest upon his throne. The Hebrew here is verbatim as the English. “The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedec.” On these words we have the luminous comment of St. Paul. Hebrews 5. That Christ dies no more; that by the one offering of himself he hath for ever perfected our redemption; that he is touched with the feeling of our infirmities; that he ever liveth to make intercession for us, and we may therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, seeing he is able to save to the uttermost all that come to God by him.

And the counsel of peace shall be between them both. Christ’s title is the prince of peace: He shall publish peace to the heathen, as this prophet says: Zechariah 9:10. The apostle’s elucidation of the text is to the same effect. Ephesians 2:14. Colossians 2:13-14. He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us, which had so long vexed the gentiles in the outward court.

But amidst all this glory which the prophets, the rabbins, and the christians give to the Redeemer, where are our arians and unitarians? Why do not they put in a word to correct the prophets, and set us right? Where is Grotius, Houbigant, and Calmet abroad, and Blaney, Newcome, and Tomline at home? They have hitherto stoutly contended that there is not one text in the old testament by which the Divinity of Christ can properly be proved. By giving up this prophecy, they give up all; and to be defeated at the close of the battle, is a complete defeat and route. They will not have courage to rally again.

They appear indeed no longer our opponents, but seem all on our side. They all declare the prophecy belongs to Christ. They are afraid and ashamed to fight openly against the world, yet they mutter a little in the rear of Immanuel’s army. On the words, in Zechariah 6:15, “they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the Lord,” they have something to offer; and it is, that strangers shall come as the Tyrians did, to assist in the building of Solomon’s temple! On the words, “he shall receive glory,” they say it is such as Moses gave to Joshua. Numbers 27:20. Isaiah gives a much better answer: “upon all the glory shall be a defence:” Isaiah 4:5. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-14
Zechariah 7:1. In the fourth year of Darius Hystaspes, in the ninth month, the end of November, a deputation went from Babylon to Jerusalem, a long journey in the beginning of winter, to enquire into and promote the work of the Lord.

Zechariah 7:2. They sent to the house of God, now so far finished as to be open for public worship, Sherezer, a Persian, præfectum Thesauri, the lord treasurer, and Regem-melech, that is, duke, thane, or lieutenant to the king, and their men, to pray before the Lord. Both these deputies came attended with a royal guard, being high in office at the court, as appears from their Persian titles, and their being sent by Darius at the request of the jews who remained in Babylon, that they might officially know the affairs of their own nation.

Zechariah 7:3. Speak to the priests, officiating and attending worship in the house of the Lord, and to the prophets. We know of no prophets by name, except Haggai and Malachi. But we know for certainty that the holy patriarchs delivered at their altars, expositions of the law, recitations of the noble acts of the Lord, as in many of the psalms, accompanied with moral inductions. Job, and his three princely friends, were all prophets of this character. Good men, priests, levites, and others prophesied after the public service was closed in the courts of the temple, in public gardens, and in other places. Thus David says, “I will declare thy righteousness in the great congregation.” But the great synagogue admitted no man into the higher list of inspired seers, except those to whom the Word of the Lord came.

Should I weep in the fifth month, in painful remembrance of the burning of the temple, and the loss of national existence. Jeremiah 52:12-13. The new temple being now almost finished, are not those sorrows turned into joy?—The jews had other fasts, as well as feasts, commemorative of their past afflictions. They had one for the assassination of their prince Gedaliah, and his court, whose murder took away all their hopes. Jeremiah 41. They also fasted in the tenth month, when the Chaldeans, after the defeat of their army, formed their lines about Jerusalem. The jews then fasted and wept indeed. 2 Kings 25:1. They fasted also in the fourth month, when the enemy took the city by storm, and shed the blood of all ages and sexes like water, and burned the temple of the Lord. Micah 3:12, 2Ch_36:17-21.

Zechariah 7:7. When Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity. When the population was so great that the more barren plain to the south, and all the hill country of Judea was full of people, making the deserts laugh with vineyards and harvests. ישׁבת joshabeth is rendered in some versions sitting; the idea of prosperity among the jews being described as sitting under their own vine, and their own figtree. Ancient coins were often struck, with a goddess sitting at ease, to designate peace and prosperity.

Zechariah 7:12. They made their hearts as an adamant stone. שׁמיר shammair, αδαμας. Ezekiel says the adamant was harder than a flint: chap. 3:9. What then can this be but the diamond? When Bergman first attempted to assay the diamond, he found that the particles entered the steel of the hammer and the anvil. Having now been fully assayed by fire, it is found to be purely carbon of the most obdurate formation. A diamond, as used by glaziers, will keep its point for many years.

Zechariah 7:14. I scattered them with a whirlwind. ואסערם vaeisaarem. This word does not fall within the rules of Hebrew Grammar, being partly in Kal, and partly in Niphal. Be that as it may, it is a sublime metaphor, expressing six English words in one. God scattered the jews to Media in the east, and Greece in the west.

REFLECTIONS.
The arrival of those Persian noblemen in Jerusalem, and no doubt with some jews in their train, to make enquiries, gave opportunity to our prophet to give a holy and edifying answer to men who came so far to enquire of God. The fasts to heaven were not in dispute; it was the manner of keeping them which formed the touchstone of the heart. A country once so populous, once so extensively cultivated, and adorned with an enlivened cosmography, now ruined and depopulated, must involve some enquiries respecting the equity of the divine Being. The jews had fasted amidst their feasts, while they had forced the widows to fast without a feast.

Let it be fully noted here, as in twenty other places, that as the earth is the Lord’s, and as the harvests are his gifts, so the blind, the lame, and the weak have just and equal claims for bread. Therefore, as the jews were deaf to the cries of hunger, and to the admonitions of their prophets, Zechariah 7:13; so the Lord was deaf to them when they cried in bitterness of soul, while the besieging army was at their gates. What other ministry could be expected to emanate from a holy God? The true prophets ever spake as “the voice of the rod,” and as the voice of conscience. The people expected sermons like these from their seers.

Here then are models for you, oh evangelists, preachers, and learned scribes. Can you, after a week of riot, of races, gaming and drunkenness;— can you after gross cases of bastardy, seduction, and public wickedness address your auditories in affable dissuasives from vice, and mild persuasives to virtue? Can you approve of the English Preacher, a collection of a hundred sermons from the great preachers of the age, by Enfield, the unitarian? Do our lawyers talk like this editor in their impeachments at the bar? Oh, my brethren, speak of grace in gracious words; but against our reigning crimes let the sanctuary give a fair stroke, “to save yourselves, and those that hear you.” “Cursed be the man that doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully.”

This terrible sermon is followed in the next chapter with a supplement, to heal the wounds made by the sword of the Spirit. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-23
Zechariah 8:2. I was jealous for Zion—with great fury, to purge her sins, and with great compassion and special mercy to bring back her children and restore her temple. What other nation, overrun and destroyed by the Chaldeans, were made like her the equal heirs of grace?

Zechariah 8:3. Thus saith the Lord, I am returned to Zion, and will dwell in Jerusalem—a city of truth, the mountain of the Lord of hosts, the holy mountain. To this day, Jerusalem is called the holy city in all the east.

Zechariah 8:4-5. There shall yet old men and women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem—and boys and girls playing. A dense population is here promised, as in Isaiah 65:19. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people; and the voice of weeping shall no more be heard in her, nor the voice of crying.—If we understand these promises temporally, as the jews mostly do, why did Antiochus cruelly slaughter them, and profane their temple for three years and six months. And why were the jews driven to pray for the iron yoke of the Romans, to deliver them from the galling yoke of the Syrian kings. Assuredly the blessings of the new Jerusalem are to be understood here; for though the clouds of Jehovah’s mercy richly watered Jerusalem after the return from Babylon, they still reserve the plenitude of benediction for the hill of Zion in the latter day. With this agree the comments of Paul, in Galatians 4. Hebrews 12.

Zechariah 8:7. I will save my people from the east country. From the provinces of Babylon, from Tyre and Greece, from the isles, or Chetim, when they hear that Jerusalem flourishes under the government of Persian kings.

Zechariah 8:10. Before these days, when Baal and Moloch were the gods of Judah, there was no hire for man or beast. There was no trade, no money in circulation: meat only was the reward of labour. It was the same with the monks of Italy, England, and Spain, during their ascendency. They grew rich in gold, silver, and cattle, and made the people poor.

Zechariah 8:13. As ye were a curse among the heathen—so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing. The jews have hitherto been abhorred for their extortion and deceit; but as soon as they shall embrace the gospel and the Saviour, the nations will rejoice over them as brethren, and help them in the Lord. 

Zechariah 8:20-22. There shall come people and inhabitants of many cities— saying, let us go speedily to pray before the Lord. Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem. Daniel describes the fourth empire as exceedingly strong, that is, the power of the Roman nations, who embraced the christian religion. Churches were planted at a very early period in all their principal cities, and from them the sound of the gospel went forth into all the earth.

Zechariah 8:23. Ten men shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a jew. So eager shall the nations be to embrace the true religion, that they shall rush into the kingdom of heaven, and take it as it were with violence. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-17
Zechariah 9:1. The burden of Hadrach and Damascus. Hadrach, the old name of Hazor, the Hebrews being accustomed to adhere to primitive names of cities and nations. 4:2. Jeremiah 49:28. This kingdom lay east of Damascus, and north of the Ammonites, and extended to the banks of the Euphrates. Damascus was three days’ journey north-east of Jerusalem.

Zechariah 9:2. Hamath, a kingdom, extending from the pass of Lebanon to Antioch, having Emath for its capital.

Zechariah 9:6. A bastard, a foreigner, shall dwell in Ashdod. We have before spoken of the visitations of Tyre and of Philistia by Nebuchadnezzar, four years after the fall of Jerusalem, when Egypt also was overrun. Now, being a little recovered, fresh calamities overtook them by the wars of the Syrian kings, and by the invasion of Asia by Alexander.

Zechariah 9:9. Rejoice greatly, oh daughter of Zion. If God should send a king to comfort Zion in wars and woes, it is no way likely that he should be a bloody warrior, like a destructive inundation, to ravage the country he ought to nourish and protect. Beautiful and striking is the address. Rejoice greatly, shout for joy, oh daughter of Zion. This Messiah, thy long- expected king, comes at last; and unlike the bloody and cruel kings of Chaldea and of Syria, he comes for peace, and not for war; he comes with grace, and not for oppression.

But who is this King? To be certain here is the grand point. The later jews say, Zerubbabel. But he was already come, and was now aged. Besides, he was no king, either in title or in office. Others say, Maccabeus. But neither does he agree in title or character; we know him only in the storms of war and of blood.—The elder, the unbiassed rabbins say, The king Messiah. Rabbi Eliezer, speaking of Abraham’s ass, says, “The ass shall be for king Messiah to ride, as Zechariah hath said.” So the Talmud in Sanhedrim, cap. 11:98, 99. And Nachmanides in Midras on Genesis, cap. 99. And Midras on Koheleth, Ecclesiastes 1:9. Rabbi Saad, Gaon, Abarbinel, affirm in succession, “that it is impossible to interpret this prophecy of any other than the Messiah, for in no other do we see it fulfilled.” Vide Poli Synopsis. Tirinus, a learned jesuit, cites other rabbins in conjunction with these from Galatinus, whose commentary I have not.

The king here mentioned is said to be just. He was so in himself, and effectually so as Mediator. Lowly, riding upon an ass. Travellers in the east, in Spain, and in Swisserland, coincide in their testimonies, that the ass is preferred to the horse in ascending hills. Here the Messiah’s humility is designated; he is meek, and averse to war, having salvation.

Zechariah 9:10. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim. The kingdom of the ten tribes were expert in war, and in the use of the war chariot, as appears from Jehu’s driving furiously for the destruction of the house of Ahab. The Lord would also cut, off the horse, or the cavalry from Jerusalem. The conquests of the Messiah’s kingdom, which shall extend to the ends of the earth, shall not be effected by martial power nor by human might. The great conquerors have established their empires with fire and sword, and lost them again, after effeminacy of character, by a rëaction of the sword. But the spiritual temple, exalted above the hills, shall not be built with the might and power of arms, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. The king promised to Zion is therefore the Prince of peace. His servants, after the final wars of Gog and Magog, shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks, to trim the vines.

Zechariah 9:11. By the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water. In Biblia Polyglotta, and in the best critics, I find a dozen slight variations of reading, but none that affects the sense of the English. Some prefer the present tense or time, as “Thou also art saved by the blood of thy covenant.” Others prefer the future, “I will save thee.” Some jesuits read, accommodating their creed to the pious trade, “I will send forth thy prisoners out of the dry pit,” the fœtid and horrible pit of purgatory, which they contrast with the elysian delights of Abraham’s bosom. Some refer the sense to the emancipation from Egypt, by the blood of the paschal lamb, or to their return from Babylon; but both those countries were well watered. Certainly the words refer to our redemption by Christ, as the sequel proves. They shall look on him whom they have pierced, and mourn. The true comment is given in the ninth of Hebrews, where our eternal redemption is ascribed to the blood of Christ, in having offered himself up once for all.

The pit in which there is no water, no resource, no hope, no help; the fallen and lost estate of man, the whole world lying in the grave of the wicked one. The figure is borrowed from ancient prisons and castles, which had dungeons for prisoners charged with high crimes and misdemeanours. Jeremiah’s feet there sunk in the mire: Jeremiah 38:6. The Bastile of Paris had an iron cage in the dungeon, in which was found the skeleton of a man. I once saw the dungeon in the old jail, in Wine Street, Bristol. It was in this gloomy den that the jail fever broke out, and destroyed both the prisoners and the citizens. This dungeon was noticed by the benevolent HOWARD, a martyr to humanity.

Zechariah 9:12. Turn ye to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope. Four or five of the versions vary the arrangement, and read, the strong hold of hope. Habakkuk sung in the day of trouble, “He will make me to walk upon my high places.” Christ, according to Paul, is that refuge, that strong consolation to the afflicted. Hebrews 6:18. If we follow those who make the church that refuge, as in Isaiah 28:16, the sense is still the same, for Christ and his church are one.

Zechariah 9:13. When I have bent the bow of Judah, strong as the bow of the Medes and the Ethiopians, and as the bow of Ephraim, referring, I presume, to the last wars of the church, when Gog, or the infidels of Asia, of Africa, and of Europe shall be destroyed; then shall the golden age of the Messiah open on the church, and in all the promised glory of the latter day.

Zechariah 9:16. His people—as the stones of a crown. Eminent men shall be raised up in the church, like brilliant stones and costly gems that decorate the royal crown. These may denote prophets, apostles, and eminent saints. Isaiah 54:11. Revelation 21:18-19. The word cannot mean stones of memorial; these have no connection with crowns, but are monuments for posterity.

REFLECTIONS.
While we see in this chapter, fresh denunciations against the cities on all the sea-coast of Syria, on Tyre, on Ashdod, and Gaza, we see Zion rise in the presence of her enemies, because the Lord loved the place of her stones. Jerusalem, joyful in her temple, once more became the mother city of Palestine; and her courts in peaceful intervals, became crowded with worshippers from distant lands.

But the glory of the earthly Zion was faint and transient, compared with the real glory of the heavenly Jerusalem, built on the tops of the mountains, and exalted above the hills. Other empires sink like the swells of a tempestuous ocean; their glory retires in silence to the dust; but the humble kingdom of our Messiah lives through all the revolutions of the earth, and flourishes amidst the four winds of heaven. How joyful was this advent of Christ to the believing remnant, as illustrated in the twenty first chapter of Matthew’s Gospel. There, oh there they saw him weep as a prophet, and heard him speak like a king. He rebuked crimes, he silenced disputers, he sentenced the temple to desolation, till the whole of Zion’s children should join the song, Blessed is the king that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Then hear, oh carnal and giddy world; turn to the strong hold, the refuge of hope. Zion shall yet bend the strong bow against her last enemies. The nation that will not serve her King shall be destroyed; yea, it shall be utterly denationalized. Isaiah 60:12. He will clothe the earth with golden harvests, crown the year with purple vintages, and people all the pastures with flocks and herds. The swains and the damsels shall reap the fields and tread the grapes; yea, he will publish peace to every heathen land, and call them to kneel and worship before the Lord their Maker.

These liberal and glorious words are proofs of divine revelation. Prophets, educated in all the narrow bigotry of their nation, are constrained by the plenitude of the Spirit to forego the long-boasted prerogatives of the synagogue, and open the full tide of evangelical glory on every gentile land. Assuredly this was the Spirit that spake within them, and that fills all our hearts with joy and gladness. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-12
Zechariah 10:1. Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain, as stated in Deuteronomy 11:14. This rain fed the plant and made the harvest luxuriant. This chapter is therefore a continuation of the preseding, which describes the young men and maids in the fullest joys of rural labour, threshing the corn, and pressing the grapes. For the harvest shall then last to the vintage, and the vintage to the seedtime, as Joel says, in Joel 3:18; and thus the seasons shall give each other the hand. Then shall the earth bring her plenary encrease, and God even our own God shall give us his blessing. Psalms 67:6.

Zechariah 10:2. The idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie. They prophesied of peace, of abundant harvests, and of red wine; but war, famine, and captivity were the results. From their lies, truth is inferred; in those recent calamities God glorified his true prophets, and shamed the lying seers.—In the latter day he will also glorify the word of prophecy by heaping on the christian Zion glory which eye hath not seen nor ear heard, but which had long before been foretold.

Zechariah 10:3. Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds. Against the four last kings of David’s house. Jeremiah 23:1. But it shall burn more still against the infidel hosts who shall despise the grace and glory of the latter day.

Zechariah 10:4. Out of him [Judah] came forth the corner, out of him the nail, the battle bow, and every oppressor together. As Eliakim, a great general and minister, was a pillar in David’s house, and supported the throne, much as the corner stone unites the wall, and as the pin or nail unites the roof of the building, so the Lord will give Zion pastors after his own heart.

Zechariah 10:5. They shall be as mighty men which tread down their enemies. It is also said in Zechariah 14:14, that Judah shall fight at Jerusalem, and the wealth of all the heathen shall be gathered together. It is in vain that the less enlightened critics send us here to Judas Maccabeus, and his brothers: their victories were but sparks, compared with the grand and final contest between philosophy and revelation, in the war of the Lamb. 

Zechariah 10:8. I will hiss for them, and gather them. To hiss, is to despise; whereas אשׁרקה esherikah, sibilabo, I will whistle, as on a shepherd’s reed. Lowth reads, hist, of which Minshew, a learned schoolmaster of London, has the following definition. Hist, nota silentii; הסה hissah, siluit. This note of silence being wide of the mark, the shepherd’s reed conveys the true idea, equivalent to the Hebrew word of calling, as Isaiah 10:5. Ho, to the Assyrian. Also in Ruth 4:1. Ho, such a one, turn aside.

Zechariah 10:9. I will sow them—in far countries, during what modern rabbins call the Roman captivity. In anger God has said, go, oh rebellious people, wander on the face of the whole earth, and under the whole heaven; go, and teach all nations the consequences of rejecting the gospel. But go as my witnesses against idolatry, and to spread the knowledge and worship of the true God. Go into India, to Persia, and suffer poverty. Go to other nations, even to christian nations, where your execrations of the Holy and the Just One will bring persecution upon you, and the reproaches of the religious world. Go and wander, till, as a world of missionaries, you shall remember me in far countries. Then the promise shall be sure, 

Zechariah 10:10. I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon, and will so multiply them that place shall not be found for them. They shall ask to go in colonies to the less inhabited districts of the earth. Israel shall rise to glory, when Assyria and Egypt shall be denationalized.

Zechariah 10:11. He shall pass through the sea with affliction—and all the deeps of the river shall dry up. Here is an evident allusion to the passage of the Israelites through the Red sea, when brought out of Egypt, and of their crossing the Jordan into the promised land. And if the lost tribes are to be finally recovered and brought back again to Palestine, this prediction would seem to intimate that they will be driven out of the countries they now inhabit, as they were driven out of Egypt, “with affliction,” and that while struggling to pass the Euphrates with great difficulty and danger, “all the deeps of the river shall be dried up.” It is in strict accordance with the tenour of prophecy to expect that there will yet be some miraculous interpositions of providence in favour of the jewish people, as in former times, when they shall be gathered together from their present dispersion over all the earth, and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter day. This prediction in Zechariah appears also to synchronize with that of the apostle, where it is foretold that the waters of the Euphrates are to be dried up, to prepare the way for the kings of the east. Revelation 16:12.

Zechariah 10:12. I will strengthen them in the Lord. This promise was eminently fulfilled in the apostles of Christ, who were greatly strengthened for labour and for suffering, in introducing and extending his kingdom over all the earth. It is applicable also to the church in all ages, more especially when religion shall attain a fuller growth, when he that is feeble shall be as David, and David as the angel of the Lord. Our strength for labour and for warfare is not in ourselves, but “in the Lord.” He is the repository of all spiritual blessings, which are derived from him by faith; and when any of his servants are prepared for some great undertaking, it is by their being made strong in the Lord and in the power of his might.

And they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the Lord. During the captivity the jews had been like prisoners, but on their return from Babylon they should walk at large, and enjoy all the sweets of civil liberty, an emblem and a presage of that righteous and holy liberty wherewith Christ makes his people free. And oh how good and delightful is it to be able also to walk up and down in the name of the Lord, seeking the advancement of his kingdom, and doing all we do to his glory.—Now, though we concede much to the christian doctors, who contend for a final gathering of all the jews to their own land, we must not join the rabbins who destroyed christianity in Galatia, by contending that all the grace promised to Zion in the latter day respected the terrestrial Jerusalem. We must not put St. Paul in the list of heretics for unbelief. We must not discard the list of critics cited by Poole on the sixtieth chapter of Isaiah. We must not harden the jews to persist in unbelief, till Christ shall visibly appear. We want their aid as missionaries; and whenever they shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken from their hearts. Christian powers will then aid the partial return of that people to inherit lands and houses; then the church shall rejoice, as with life from the dead, and God will destroy their enemies with unexampled destruction. Ezekiel 39. Zechariah 14. Isaiah 60:12. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-17
Zechariah 11:1. Open thy doors, oh Lebanon. This is a word of delicacy for the temple, calling it by another name. Dr. Lightfoot quotes several striking comments on this text. “The east gate of the inner temple being of brass, and so heavy that it could scarcely be shut by twenty men, and was barred and bolted in the securest manner; yet it was seen at night to open without any visible power! This the weaker sort of people conjectured to be a sign of prosperity, an omen that God would send them good things. On the contrary, those of cooler mind and deeper thought, interpreted the phenomenon as an indication of the utter ruin of their power, and of their temple.” Josephus’s Wars of the Jews, book 6. chap. 31.

The learned rabbins agree with Josephus on this fact, that “forty years before the destruction of the city, the doors of the temple opened of their own accord.” Juchasin, f. 10. On occasion of which Rabban Ben Zaccai, [afterwards president of the sanhedrim] exclaimed, Open thy doors, oh Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars.

Rabbi Solomon, in his comment on these words, “Open thy doors, oh Lebanon,” inferred the destruction of the temple, repeating the above testimony, that the doors had opened spontaneously. From the time that this phenomenon occurred, the sanhedrim removed their sittings from Gazith, a large chamber in the temple, and held them in other convenient places.

Zechariah 11:2. Howl, firtree, for the cedar is fallen. Trees sometimes represent kings, as Daniel describes Nebuchadnezzar by a tall cedar. The figures in all this chapter are brief, and the objects obscure. We may err in comments; yet many things direct us to apply the whole scenery to the last age of the jewish nation. Therefore, as Paul speaks delicately of the Roman power, saying, “he that letteth, will let,” and as Peter names the church in Babylon, so Zechariah, on so tender a point, touches with a delicate pencil, the final fall of the jewish state. The subject here, and in the fourth chapter of Malachi, is apparently the same. Their sun is darkened, their moon wanes, their stars fall.

Zechariah 11:3. There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds, of the priests and rulers, when they saw the Roman armies come against Jerusalem. 

Zechariah 11:4; Zechariah 11:6. Feed the flock of slaughter. The poor of the land, as in Zechariah 11:7. Feed the people of Judea with all the wisdom and knowledge of the gospel, and gather in the elect, ere the Romans raze the city, and bury a million of people in the grave. For I will no more pity the land, but will smite it with a curse. Malachi 4:6.

Zechariah 11:7. I took two staves, the croziers of a shepherd. The one I called beauty, to denote the wisdom, virtue, and talents required of pastors. The other I called bands, to show how shepherds should defend their flocks against the wolves.

Zechariah 11:8. Three shepherds also I cut off in one month. We may not know the precise meaning of these words; for when speaking of the fall of princes, delicacy is required. We know however that they were wicked shepherds, as were the three Herods. See Matthew 2:16. They might be three heathen rulers, or other great men, who oppressed the poor. Christ uses the staff of bands against his enemies. In the critics we find numerous speculations upon the subject, but to little purpose.

Zechariah 11:9. That which is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another. A shocking but correct portrait of the horrors of the famine which prevailed in the rebel city, before the Romans stormed it.

Zechariah 11:10. I took my staff, even beauty. By this the shepherd of Israel marked the sheep which were to escape the slaughter, and then cut it asunder, to show that the unbelieving jews were excluded from covenant protection. Then the poor of the flock, that escaped beyond the Jordan, knew that it was the word of the Lord: they saw it fulfilled to the letter.

Zechariah 11:12. And I said, if ye think good, give me my price. The great and good shepherd, when he wept over Jerusalem, broke the staff of covenant blessings, saying, “now they are hid from thine eyes.” Christ is here the speaker; and he says, If ye think good, give me my price; give it to Judas. If otherwise, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver— the price of HIM who gave his life a ransom for all, to be testified in due time! Blush, oh ye heavens, and tremble, thou earth.

Zechariah 11:13. Cast them to the potter in the house of the Lord, to buy his field. It is the goodly price that I was valued at of them. Thus with wonderful minuteness did the scriptures of the prophets foretel the transactions of Judas with the chief priests and elders; the precise sum he was to receive for his treachery, and even the very circumstance of the traitor’s throwing down the thirty pieces of silver on the floor of the temple, unable to retain in his possession the price of innocent blood, or endure the agonies of a guilty conscience. Matthew 27:3-5.

Zechariah 11:14. Then I cut asunder mine other staff, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. The two kingdoms, or the twelve tribes, have been so separated and dispersed as to forget their tribe and their kin. The jews cannot now make out their genealogy. But the new or peculiar people, whether jews or gentiles, have affinity in Christ with all the family of God.

Zechariah 11:15. Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. This is a keen satire on the jewish rulers, who were shepherds without a staff, without scrip, without a flock—shepherds without either hills or pastures.

Zechariah 11:16. Lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land—which shall eat the flesh and tear their claws. The Roman power, that great iron empire, is here symbolized, and its character should be the reverse of that of a good shepherd, a name that is here ironically given to it. He shall not visit and seek the dispersed, nor succour the weak and the young; nor shall he heal that which is torn by the dogs, nor feed that which is standing hungry in desolation; but he shall eat the fat, and tear the residue with his claws. Such is the fourth, the terrible beast which Daniel saw, and which Zechariah here describes.

Zechariah 11:17. Woe to the idol shepherd, the jewish state and nation, who had left the fold of God to follow after idols, and to seek vanity. The sword of the Romans shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: blindness and infatuation shall seize their counsels. Their arm of national power shall be clean dried up. An utter obscuration of the Hebrew sun shall take place; and the veil of darkness shall remain upon them, till the nation return again to the Lord. Then the veil shall be taken away, and the gospel shall give them the light of the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.

REFLECTIONS.
Surely no man can read this chapter, and compare the prophecies with the events, and doubt of divine inspiration. If the dubious philosophers of the age should write a catalogue of their required characteristics of divine revelation, could they either ask or receive clearer demonstrations, than heaven has already conceded in the history of the jews? It is a whole nation, a continuous chain of facts, ever speaking to the church. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-14
Zechariah 12:1. The burden of the word of the Lord. It was indeed a burden to pass the sentence of heaven against the infidels of Asia, under the names of Gog, Magog, and Meshech; the infidels of Africa, under the names of Ham and of Tarshish, or Carthage. Against the infidels of Europe, under the name of the isles of the gentiles, or the Greeks, and also the Goths. Herodotus notes, that our forefathers had no walled towns, but lived in light habitations. So the Medes found them, when they had built a bridge across the Danube. The critics who place all the slaughter here foretold, in Syria, before the destruction of Jerusalem, forget to read the names of places given by Ezekiel: chap. 38, 39.

Zechariah 12:2. I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling to all the people round about, to all the unbelieving world. When the physicians brought Socrates the bowl of hemlock, he asked whether he might not make a libation of part? They answered in the negative. No doubt, men trembled on drinking this cup, their last and final draught. This is the cup of trembling, the cup of intoxication, of stupefaction, and madness, which the Lord forces his enemies to drink. The rabbins apply this passage to the destruction which fell on Antiochus, and other Asiatic tyrants; but in Zechariah the reference is to Him whom they crucified. The christian fathers however apply the passage to the church, whose enemies, the Jews as well as the Romans, were punished with the destruction of empire, and the passing away of all their glory. The true application will be found in the thirty ninth of Ezekiel, as above.

Zechariah 12:10. I will pour upon the house of David— the spirit of grace and of supplication. This promise was in part fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, when so many of the inhabitants of Jerusalem cried for mercy under Peter’s sermon; and will be more abundantly fulfilled in the latter day, when the residue of the Spirit shall be poured out from on high.

They shall look upon me whom they have pierced, transfixed on the cross, as quoted in John 19:37. The LXX read the words figuratively, “whom they have insulted,” or long provoked by revolt and crimes. But that is not the sense of Zechariah, for he says in a following chapter, “the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.” Such also is the import of Psalms 50:3. Revelation 1:7. The millennarian fathers understand the text of Christ’s second appearance, to take vengeance on all the obdurate enemies of the church, and of the commencement of his personal reign on earth for a thousand years, to renew the evidences of revelation, and to fill the earth with all temporal and spiritual blessings, as described by the holy prophets. Acts 3:21. For myself, I never could believe that Christ will personally dwell in temples made with hands; but the glory of his presence is promised, and what can the church ask more? Ezekiel 43:1.

Zechariah 12:11. A great mourning—as the mourning of Hadadrimmon. Rimmon was the idol of Damascus, which in some idolatrous times had been set up there. 2 Kings 5:18. The jews mourned for their good king Josiah when he fell in the valley of Megiddo, fighting with Pharaoh-necho. But the prophet had in view another and a still greater mourning, of which this was but a figure; a mourning for sin, especially for the unparalleled sin of having crucified the Lord of glory.

Zechariah 12:12. Every family apart—and their wives apart. Nothing is more expressive of the nature of genuine repentance than its seeking the shade, and retiring from public view, to weep and to mourn alone. The presence of dearest friends would be found an impediment to that communion with heaven which the penitent seeks, and to those contrite and broken-hearted confessions of sin and unworthiness in which he is constrained to indulge; and when this spirit of godly sorrow shall pervade whole families, towns and districts, as it will do in the latter day, the mourning will be like that which was heard in Egypt, when in every house there was some dead. Religion is moreover a personal concern; every family and each individual have their own sins to confess and to mourn over, for each must give account of himself to God. The great sin of the house of David, and of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, would lie heavy upon their hearts. Scarcely a family would be found in Judea, but on entering it they would be seen weeping over their former obstinacy and unbelief. They will not only weep together when they meet, but retire to mourn in secret over their own iniquity. Scarcely a closet or place of retirement shall be found, but some one will be seen watering it with his tears. Such is the picture which the prophet gives of this national repentance in the latter day.

REFLECTIONS.
It would seem by this chapter that the jews will be restored to their own land prior to their conversion, and that Jerusalem will be rebuilt on its ancient scite, “in her own place,” and be inhabited as in the days of old: Zechariah 12:6. Providence may possibly accomplish this event by some military adventurer, who shall conceive it his interest to favour such a design, as Cyrus did in a former instance.

A conspiracy will be formed among the neighbouring states to hinder the rebuilding of the city, and dispossess them of their inheritance; but it will be defeated by the united efforts of the people, and by the special interposition of providence. The Lord himself will destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem, which shall be to them as a hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch in the sheaf. That hand which gathered them out of all nations shall now protect and enable them to encounter every difficulty.

After all these temporal interpositions, there will be a special manifestation of the power of God in their conversion. A great change is to take place on both princes and people, on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. On the first preaching of the gospel many of the people believed, but scarcely any of the rulers: now all descriptions of men are to bow to the Redeemer’s sceptre.

The cause to which this change is ascribed is, “the pouring upon them a spirit of grace and of supplication.” The spirit of true religion is an emanation of the grace of God, which necessarily leads to importunate prayer. The present state of the unbelieving jews would seem to render their conversion hopeless; but when the influences of the Holy Spirit shall descend upon them, the heart of stone shall become a heart of flesh.

The great medium of effecting this will be, the remembrance of Him whom their fathers crucified, and whom they themselves have pierced by persecuting his followers, and continuing so long in enmity and unbelief. A realising view of Jesus on the cross, as slain for us, will dissolve the most obdurate spirit into contrition and godly sorrow.

The only remedy for a contrite and broken heart is, the fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness. By looking to Jesus they were wounded, and by looking to Jesus they are healed. The firstfruits of this great work appeared on the day of pentecost, when thousands were pricked to the heart and brought to true repentance; the harvest is still to come, when the children of Israel and of Judah shall go together weeping, and seek the Lord their God. Jeremiah 50:4. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-9
Zechariah 13:1. In that day there shall be a fountain opened—for sin and for uncleanness. The beasts slain without the camp, the execrated beasts, from whose ashes the waters of sprinkling were secreted, gave the chief of sinners, and the most polluted a title to enter the congregation of the Lord. In like manner, we should note, that the most holy persons, as Aaron and his sons, were washed before they were anointed to the priestly office. Solomon also was taken in haste to the great fountain of the Gihon, which rushes out at the foot of mount Zion, without the city, to be washed and consecrated. 1 Kings 1:33. Thus all believers must first be cleansed from sin in the laver of the new birth, and be sanctified by the renewing of the Holy Ghost. Titus 3:5.

This explains the preseding words, of looking to Him whom the jews had pierced; for without the shedding of blood there is no remission. This fountain was sufficient to wash the house of David, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, when the culprit wept, as for his firstborn, (and many had given their children to Moloch) from the stains of war and of blood. But the word “fountain” denotes also the continual flowing of doctrine and of grace, which shall ever encrease, like the river which Ezekiel saw rising from the threshold of the new temple in the Zion of God: chap. 47. It designates also the abolition of the ceremonial law, as in the new covenant, Jeremiah 31:31; and the cessation of sacrifices, as in Psalms 40:6. Else what need of another priest of a higher order, and a more efficacious fountain?

Zechariah 13:2. I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land. Their name and their reputation shall cease; and as oracles they shall be totally disregarded, wherever the gospel shall be preached. This is so eminently fulfilled that in christian countries the names of heathen idols are unknown. Men’s bodies were delivered from the power of demons as soon as the kingdom of Christ appeared, and the false prophets could no longer practise their divinations amidst the blaze of gospel light and glory.

Zechariah 13:5. He shall say, I am no prophet. I am a husbandman. This is a luminous prediction of the cessation of heathen oracles. True predictions, or such as seemed to come to pass, were sometimes delivered in the temples by the pythonesses, as Augustine allows; for kings and governors could not for ever be deceived, though those oracles were by the christian fathers ascribed to demons. Plutarch has written a book on the cessation of oracles, and searches in vain for the cause. Tertullian, in his apology for the christian religion, tells us the cause; it is the coming of Christ, which has imposed silence on the demons. Zechariah foresaw this, and therefore joins the cessation of oracles with the advent and the death of Christ, as in the following words, where justice is invoked to take satisfaction for the sins of the people.

Zechariah 13:7. Awake, oh sword, against my shepherd, the great shepherd of the church, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts. The Chaldaic corresponds with the English, designating Christ as one with the Father, and dwelling in his bosom from eternity. Proverbs 8:22. John 1:18. The dispersion of the sheep is understood of the persecutions on the christian church. He who bore the cross thought it no robbery to be equal with God, being here called his fellow. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-21
Zechariah 14:1-2. I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle. The tenth legion joined the Roman general; and though they could not take the city by storm, yet famine at last did what could not be effected by the sword, nor by engines of war. But assuredly, the whole connection of this chapter looks farther than the revolt of the Jews against the Romans, and will receive a most signal accomplishment in the final destruction of the enemies of the church. Revelation 16:14-16.

Zechariah 14:3. Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against those nations, as when he fought for Joshua in the day of battle, and stayed the going down of the sun to give them light. If our critics will have all this to mean the Romans, the Lord did indeed fight against them, but it was 365 years after the siege of Jerusalem, and many of the Goths who stormed the city were christians, amongst whose fathers Ulphilas had preached. The Saxon Chronicle speaks of that event in the following words.

Anno 435. Her Gotan abaecon Rome burgh, ande naeffre syththan Romane ne ricsodon on Brytene:— Thaet waes embe xi hund wintra ande x wintra thaes the heo ge-timbred was:— Ealles hi rixodon on Brytene feower hund seouanti wintra, syththan Gaius Iulius that lond aerost ge-sohte:— Literally thus.

435. This year, the Goths broke into the city of Rome, and never since have the Romans reigned in Britain. This was about eleven hundred and ten winters after she was ge-timbered (or built.) In all, they reigned in Britain four hundred and seventy winters, since Julius Cæsar erst ge-sought that land.—We ask, what connection can there be between the suppression of the rebellion in Judea, and the milder punishment of Rome? Why lose Zechariah’s glory and hope in minor wars and storms?

Zechariah 14:5. Ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake. This happened about the twenty sixth year of king Uzziah. Joel 1:1. Josephus speaks of it thus: “When this earthquake happened, the mountain [mount Olivet] before Jerusalem, cleft on the west side, and then removed four furlongs towards the east, and there stopped.” Antiq, lib. 9. cap. 11.

And the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints, the holy ones, with thee. We find the like promises in many other places to comfort the church, and to rebuke the wicked. Psalms 50:3. Daniel 7:9-10. Ezekiel 43:1. Matthew 23:19. Revelation 1:7; Revelation 19:14.

Zechariah 14:7. But it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord. If these occurrences be known to God alone, the arcana or secrets which the Father hath put in his own power, it is in vain to wade beyond one’s depth.

“Christ in his (own) times will show who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords.” 1 Timothy 6:15.

At evening time it shall be light. The margin directs us to Isaiah 60:19-20. Thy sun, oh Zion, shall no more go down, nor thy moon wane; for after this last conflict, the Lord shall be thy everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. Neither jews nor christians have ever yet seen those glorious things which are spoken of the city of God.

Zechariah 14:8. It shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem. The learned jesuit, Emmanuel Sa, to whom I am under many obligations, for Jerusalem in Zechariah 14:8-9, reads the church, and the nations, as converted to Christ. These living waters, he adds, are the doctrines and grace of Christ; who being the smitten rock, invites us freely to come and drink of the streams of righteousness and eternal life.

Zechariah 14:9. The Lord shall be king over all the earth. This promise is repeated from Psalms 2:8; Psalms 22:27-28. Daniel 2:34-44. His righteous government will be everywhere acknowledged, kings and legislators, as well as all classes of the people, shall be made to feel their accountability to the supreme Ruler, and shall conform their administrations to the principles of justice and truth. Such a state of things has never yet existed, except in a very limited degree; but when the kingdom of God shall come, his will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Zechariah 14:12. This shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem—the true church, the holy Zion. Their flesh shall consume away. Nay, in anguish and remorse, they shall, as Moab and her allies in the days of Gideon, turn their swords one against another. Then, as in Zechariah 14:11, there shall be no more cherem, or utter curse and destruction on the church; that cup her enemies shall drink.

Zechariah 14:20. HOLINESS TO THE LORD. The church, the people, their cattle, their houses and furniture, shall all be hallowed to the Lord. Romans 12:1. 

Zechariah 14:21. There shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord. Jew and Greek, Barbarian and Scythian shall all be one, and shall all speak the language of Canaan. The Chaldaic and Aquila, for Canaan read merchants. Christ began to cleanse his Father’s house of merchandise. Sa reads, Mercator, videlicet, rerum spiritualium, seu simoniacus.
REFLECTIONS.
Our prophet keeps like others the best wine till the last. The hope of the church is sure, and the words of all the prophets are strong. But ah, how to understand them! We fear to miss our road, where the light is not clear nor dark. Distant objects in vision are often indistinct: still they are glorious objects, furnishing ground of hope that Zion shall one day be established on the tops of the mountains. Christ’s kingdom is that of the firstborn, the children of the promise, Abraham’s seed, with which the countless multitudes of gentiles out of every nation and language are associated.

The variations of commentators on the last chapter are so numerous as to involve doubts whether it be rightly understood. Poole, in his synopsis of the critics, makes the siege of Jerusalem to be by the Romans. But the earthquake, the sudden destruction of the Roman armies, and the rebuilding of the city, are at issue with the critics. The jews in their anguish during the famine did not look to Him whom they had pierced, nor cry in the bitterness of their souls to the Saviour. Neither did they gather the immense spoils and riches left by the besiegers, who perished by the visitations of God.

The Arian critics, followed by others, insult us by referring all those events to the wars of Maccabeus against Antiochus Epiphanes. How long will men be blind!

The more enlightened divines and commentators understand these predictions of the triumphs of the Redeemer’s kingdom; they therefore associate them with the latter part of all other prophetic writings, and expect that the Lord will not always keep silence, but will arise in some glorious manner for the salvation of his saints.

We therefore hope for some discovery of his glory to punish the scoffers of the age, and to renew the evidences of revelation.—Why not? He did renew the evidences on the emancipation from Egypt: he did renew them by signs in after ages. He confirmed also his covenant with many in the days of his flesh. 

